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TTT, 
ORIGINAL COMMUNCATIONS. 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
MR. BADGER’S REPLY TO MR. REESE. 
. wo. I. 
“< #¥e that answereth a matter, before he hear- 


eth it, it is folly and shame unto him.” 
Sotomon. 





Mr. W. I. Reese, Sie, 


The papers you have had the goodness to 
joan me last evening, which contain your two 
first letters to me, I have read with careful at- 
vention, and think they demand a brief reply. 
Your conduct, sir, in this affair, is strange, 
mysterious; what your motive can be in such 
a violent and unprovoked attack on me, I can- 
not imagine, uuless it is to make a display of 
the ** importance ef your person,” “ character,” 
“+ erudition” and “talents ;’ that you drag my 
name from its “repose in the unvisited shades 
of forgetfulness,” as you please to term it. 

n the first place, sir, my appointment was 
made by the particular request of the gentle- 
man with whom you board, and he pledged 
himself that he and you would attend, and that 
you would answer my objections against uni- 
versalism let them be what they would; and 
named it repeatedly as a request from you that 
1 should doso, and not only invited, but in 
company challenged me to make an appoint- 
ment; and after a year had passed away, your 
host informed me you considered that I had 
treated you with great neglect, that | had agreed 
to make an appointment which I had not done 
—I would not—I dare not &c.. And to allay 
your fever, and put an end to his teasing, 1 
consented to give an appointment the 27th of 
May last at the Christian Meeting-house at 
which time and place I was to give three rea- 
sons why I was not a Universalist. My ap- 
pointment was made known in April; a gen- 
tleman of respectability immediately called on 
you (as he informs me) and invited you to at- 
tend, to which you replied with your usual 
egotism, “ He will not give any reasons which 
are reasons.” ‘The apology, sir, I made for 
this abrupt reply, was your youth aud want of 
experience, and the apology for the retrograde 
motion you had made, was, I concluded, you 
reflected upon your unfortunate campaign to 
West Bloomfield, a few weeks before, against 
the pious Mr. Millard, which ended your ca- 
reer in that pleasant village. 





Again, sir, it is very mysterious to me that 
you should be so lost and blinded as to the in- 
terest of your own cause as to commence a 
publick debate in the manner you have done, 
I have ever been willing to meet you and any 
colleagues you should select, before the same 
congregation of any other, in defence of the 
reasons [ gave in my sermon: This you very 
well knew, and would not this have been the 
proper way? But alas; if birds tell the truth; 
Mr. B. Mr. H. Mr. W. and Mr. R. visited 
you, and the result of the council was, it would 
not do to meet me. And if you must havé a 
correspondence by writing, why not give me 
notice of it? or give me a copy of your man- 
uscript ’ and if published first why not. then 
forward a copy to your opponent? But this is 
not done, surely your ‘‘ importance” * erudi- 
tion” and ** talents” ought to have impressed 
you with a sense of duty on this point. But 
the first intimation I received of your writing 
against me was, yesterday evening a gentle- 
man was at my house who informed me you 
had been quizzing him to know if he thought I 
would answer your letter; on the hearing of 
which, I immediately repaired to your place, 
WITH A Low pow, for the loan of the letters. 
But in this case I feel disposed to be charita- 
ble and make great allowance for your consti- 
tutional * erudition.” 

But the worst of al! on this point is, instead 
of calling on me for a copy of my reasons, you 
take up with the mistaken rumors of the neigh- 
bourhood,or fix out reasons to suit yourself, and 
then commence your hostilities in the dark, 
and in a paper which you knew I did not pat- 
ronize, and would not be likely soon to seée.* 
Was this treating an opponent decently? Was 
this doing justice to yourown cause? No Sir, 
it was telling your neighbours untruTH, and 
deceiving them. Ido not know what excuse 
you can furnish for yourself for not calling for 
a copy of my reasons, when we live in the 
same neighbourhood, and you was about to as- 
sume the judgement seat, before the world, and 
call me from “the repose of the unvisited 


* We take the fault of not furnishing Mr. Badger 
with the letters of Br. Reese, entirely upon ourselves. 
It was the particular request of Br. Reese, tohave the 
numbers containing them forwarded immediately. Our 
excuse is this. About the time the first letter was pub- 
lished, the Advocate was removed to Auburn, and the 
papers since then have been prepared for the mail by 
another person who knew nothing of the circumstance. 
We hope this will be satisfactory. 
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shades of forgetfulness” to your tribunal. Was 
it fot because you could answer reasons of 
your own make, better than those of an oppo; 
nent ? The word “séund reason” which you 
use so often is not found in my reasons, 

Now Sir how must my motto sound in your 
ears? You have answered a matter before 
hearing it; you have made a great figure be- 
fore the publick, and promised wonDERS YET 
TO BE DONE; you have dealt out judgement 
without mercy, you have quarrelled with the 
sentiments of Calvinists, Armenians, Trinita- 
rians, Destructionists, and almost every class ; 
you have made demands with the authority of 
a Pope, you have propounded questions in a 
promiscuous manner, and after all this heteroge 
nous performance, I amconstrained to inform 
my good friend, Mr. Reese, that he is alto- 
gether ignorant of my reasons Of course, 
‘¢the whole head is sick, the whole heart is 
faint.” Asyou have published my reasons, 
there is notone of them correct. You have 
no standing place, you fight uncertainly, you 
beat the air, you have taken a long and tedi- 
ous ramble in the dark, you know not at what 
you stumble, you have acted the part of the 
Boy in the fable, who met his enemy with a 
mallet tied to a string and hit his own head 
twice, where he hit his enemy once. 

Ifyou will now come forward (as you say) 
like a man, I will give you a copy of my rea- 
sons against Universalism, and will meet you 
in any manner you please, before the publick 
in their defence. But you must begin right 
and first, next time, and remember I have no- 
thing todo with Trinitarians, Ci alvinists, or 
Destructionists, they are not on trial in this 
case; but Universalism, and my objections 
against it, are the only subjects of controversy 
between us. 

There are three things, in your letters 
which I wish you to bestow a moment’s re- 
flection upon: 1. You say in your first letter, 
** you should know what the sentiment is, and 
siate it fairly and impartially, that the audi- 
tors may judge what is and what is not reason- 
able.” This advice sir is good, I profess to be 
acquainted with universalism, and all my state- 
ments concerning it are fair and impartial.— 
Why did you not adhere to your own advice ? 
He is a, good divine who practices his own 
precepts, butin the very sentence preceding, 
you present your auditors with three reasons of 
pet own make,and palm them upon me; I 





| lation. 


ope * ANOTHER SWEEP oF youR LeGeRDE- | 


main’ will do me greater justice, and your- 
self more honour. 


2. In your second letter you say ‘ Heaven | 
must frown indignant on the horrid scheme,” | o¢ this paper. 
| it may be, will receive no injury from candid investi- 


dc. what sort of language is this for a good 
Universalist to use. Have you a FrROWNING 
Gop? have you an “:nprenant Gop?” | 
think an intelligent Universalist would tel! 
you, you spake the language of Ashdod; how 





| 
| 


- 
would the efitic in your cause, quibble uport 
an expression like this ffom a person who be- 
lieved in future punishment. ‘* Heaven frown 
indignant,” what worse expression should we 
expect from a person who belie¥es in eternal 
punishment. 

3. Let your friends and enemies, judge as 
they may upon the mierits or demeritsof your 
two shoft letters, they must all be agreed in one 
thing, (viz.} they are well impregnated with 
** REASON ;” for you'have used the word 
sound reason once, unreasonable once, Reason 
four times, Reasons four times, Reasonable 
five times, sound principles of reasoning, and 
sound reasoning thirty times. {> Is this 
tautology Sir, a fair specimen of your ** ER- 
UDITION /” 

My Dear Sir, you will not murmur a word 
at theacrimony with which I address you, 
when you reflect upon the sarcasm and malev- 
olence with which your letters abound, and the 
abrupt and Corrosive manner of your attack 
upon me. During ten years residence in this 
place, I have lived on good terms in general, 
with the people called Universalists, | wish to 
do so in future, and with all men; I am the 
same friend to them, and the same liberal man, 
which! have been ; this | bope my future con- 
duct will prove. 

And Sir, youmay give yourself no more 
trouble to enquire of my neighbours, whether 
I will answer your letters, only begin right, 
and first, proceed with order and stick to your 
subject, and I assure you that ere long you 
will wish you had let my name, ‘‘ xEPosE IN 
THE UNVISITED SHADES OF FORGETFULNESS.” 

With due respect, yours, 
J. BADGER. 
West-Mendon, July 12th, 1827 


REMARKS, 

Mr. Badger is respectfully informed that.we comply 
with his request cheerfully in giving his letter am in- 
sertion as soon as circumstances would admit of s6 do- 
ing ; nor shall he have cause to complain of a want of 
attention on our part, to any vindication of his argu- 
ments which he may from time to time forwaid fo: 
publication. Ot onething, however, we feel it a duty 
to apprise him. Hereafter, personalities, having no 
bearing upon the question in debate, must be avoided. 
This remark.is not intended for him alone—his oppo- 
nent will of course feel willing to submit to this regu- 
We hope the subject will be fairly stated, and 


candidly discussed by both parties. Our columins are 


open to beth, and we shall not interfere in the contro- 


versy apy farther than to see that no infringements are 
made upon the rules of propriety and the constitution 
We feel confident that éruth whatever 


gation ; and we do believe that good will result from 
the debate, if christian feeling bears its proper sway 
over the minds of those whe engage in it, ‘i 

D. 


























a] 








GOSPEL, ADVOCATE. 235 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

LETTER FROM AFATHER TO HIS SON. 

Dear Son :—Fearing that your soul or mine 
may be endangered by a-mistake on the point 
at.issue between’ us, I desire you candidly to 
reconsider your premises ;-—‘*' That the book 
of Revelation and the volume of Nature are 
transcripts of Ged isadmitted. Inquire, then, 
whether endiess punishment for sin accords 
with. his justice and goodness ? And ask whe- 
ther a finite creature can do an infinite act.” 
I agree with you in this statement so far as re- 
lates to the character of God, but disagree in 
regard to man. 

The soul of man never was finite in dura- 
tion ; and it is the sou! that sinneth and shall 
die for sin. Our premises show us an infinite 
gradation of being and infinite degrees of 
crime, Which is-always measured by the digni- 
ty of the character agaist whom it is commit- 
ted and not by the dignity of the offender’s 
character, for in such case it has none.— 
Punishment, therefore, must be proportion- 
ed to crime, which is sometimes against an 
inferior, sometimes an equal, and sometimes 
a superior grade of being till we ascend toGod. 
Now. God having created man with powers 
and faculties to obey or disobey his law, (with- 
ort which he could not be rewardable or pun- 
ishable) his strict adherence to his own law, 
as well as his promises to preserve the virtu- 
ous;actually require that the wicked be turned 
ont of that city, (which is the place of rest for 
the saints to be shut out of the kingdom forever. 

It would be impossible for the righteous to 
be happy and dwell with the wicked ; for re- 
flect how many vagabonds of your acquaint- 
ance there are with whom you could not be 
happy- And must God drive the wicked back 
to chaos, abrogate his law, and create them 
anew in a staté in which 1t would-be impossi- 
ble for them to.sin? If so, they would not be 
rational intelligences. Or will the wisdom of 
God shine more conspicuously by honouring 
his own law in the salvation of the faithful, and 
exactly proportioning the punishment of the 
wicked to their crime, which is against infi- 
nite goodness and mercy—yea, against an in- 


finite law of an infinite God, who alone is ca- | 


pable of proportioning punishment to crime. 
Now, my son, take the declaration of him 
who isthe truth. He says, ‘‘whoso sinneth 
against the Holy Ghost, hath never forgiveness, 
neither in this world, nor in the world to come.” 
And the future existence of God, the happi- 
ness of the saints, and the punishment of the 
wicked, are all expressed by the same words. 
This may answer the objectiop that forever, 
everlasting, eternal &c. are limited 'erms. It 
is admitted they sometimes are used in a limit- 
ed sense, but they are always defined by the 
~~ of which they treat. 
e now come to matters of fact. The an- 
gels that sinned before man was created, are 


not yet released, but are reserved for greater 
punishment. Had Winchester fixed a bottom 
to the bottomless pit, and modern writers could 
frame a bridge across thé impassable gulf, I 
thiok your arguments would look more rational. 
But even then your ground would be untena- 
ble, if we allow the words of Jesus Christ to bce 
greater authority than the testimony of man. 
Consider what I have written, and may the 
Lord give youunderstanding. Davin Beu. 
Windham, Green county, N. Y. April 24, 1827. 
THE SON'S REPLY TO THE FOREGOING. 
Reverep Farner :—Satisfied that a dif- 
ference ia religious sentiment will never 
weaken the ties of common kindred or sever 
the bonds. that unite us as father and son, I 
| shall take the liberty to express my sentiments 
freely upon this important subject. The grand 
point on which we differ, is the nature of sin. 
‘The question whether sin is an infinite evil or 
not, is the point which determines our opinions 
relative to the final. destiny of man: For if 
man can commit an infinite sin, and infinitely 
injure an infinite Being, then it necessarily fol- 
lows, that he must suffer an infinite punishment. 
In order to establish your premises, you state 
that the soul is infinite, in duration, and there- 
fore capable of infinite acts. But admit it, 
and what follows? It must be admitted that 
infinity is without parts and unlimited; for we 
could as easily calculate mathematical lines 
| for the boundaries of eternity, as degrees or 
gradation in infinity. And ifthe soul be infi- 
nite, I would ask how can it suffer—or what 





power is competent to punish it’ God Himself 
| iS no more than infinite. and to inflict pufiish- 
| ment must require superior power. The soul 
could as easily punish the Creator as the Cre- 
ator the soul, if both were infinite—it might 
wage war with the Almighty, and the combat- 
ants, being possessed of equal and unlimited 
power, would produce a contest much more 
memorable than that of Lucifer, thé event of 
which must be doubtful. The supposition 
that the soul is capable of an infinite act, pro- 
duces such a chaos of thought, that it cannot 
be reconciled with revelation nor endure the 
critisism of the theologian. 
Secondly : You state that it is necessary for 
' the happiness of the saints that the wicked be 
punished eternally. But would the Almighty, 
whose wisdom and mercy know no bounds, 
devise a plan for the bappiness.of a small part 
of his offspring, that should require the endless 
torture ofall the rest? You may ask, how can 
the saints be happy in the presence of the 
wicked, since there is such a contrast in their 
characters? But, if there isno change in fu- 
turity, I ask, apon the same ground, how can 
the saints be happy in the presence of one an- 
other ? For we see them now persecuting each 
other, and even committing each other to the 
, flames! And as there is none that liveth and sin- 
neth not, consequently all men must die sin- 
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ners; and if they are not changed in a future | 
existence and sin be infinite, then endless pun- 
ishment must be the inevitable portion of all 
mankind. But could I firmly believe that it 
were possible for any of the human family to ; 
suffer endless torture iu an immense reservoir | 
of the wrath of Deity, fraught with fire un- | 
quenchable, whose circumference must be 
broad as infinity, and its centre as deep as the | 
penetration of Jehovah—where tears of blood | 
should drop from the fiery eyeballs of its mise- | 
rable inhabitants to ceaseless eternity ; I would 
fervently invoke Heaven that the Almighty fiat | 
might remand me back to primeval nothing- 
ness, where I might remain eternally forgotten 
in oblivion! But I cannot indulge the dreary 
thought, that a good, and all-wise Being should 
unasked force into existence intelligent crea- 
tures who had no agency in producing them- 
selves, and punish them eternally ! 

When I view the vast expanse of Nature, 
wherein are pourtrayed in bright and enduring 
colours, the power and goodness of the Crea- 
tor, 1 often wonder how a thinking mortal can 
dream of endless torture. For, where must 
sleep the mercy of Jehovah if he can see his 
own offspring writhing in despair where hope 
can never come. If, then, the remarks you 
have made of infinite acts of the soul be anti- 
scriptural and unreasonable, then the cruel 
dogma of endless torture cannot exist but in 
the chimerical fancy of those who are too fast | 
bound in religious thraldom to hearken to the 
voice of reason. 

But the bright hope of the final happiness 
of all intellectual creation presents itself to 
the mind founded upon the firm basis of Rea- 
son and the asseverations of the living God.— 
This sentiment harmonizes with all the attri- 
butes of Deity, and inspires us with the blissful 
expectation, that, when earth, and seas, and 
skies shall be no more—when seasons shall no 
more revolve, and the long lapse of time shall 
have written the epitaph of death on all crea- 
ted things—this mortal shali put on immortal- 
ity, and the soul shall forever flourish in theem- 
brace of her Creator. Methinks this single 
consideration—the immortality of the soul, ca- 
pable of such enjoyments and of searching 
into the works of its Creator, is sufficient to 
banish forever the thought of its being liable 
to fall into remediless wo. But as this short 
epistle will not admit a full discussion of this 
important subject, I have only answered your 
two first propositions, and shall defer the rest 
till I come to your house in the fall ;—and 
then, under the sacred shades of a father’s 
roof, which I shall ever venerate, I shall have 
full liberty to unbosom my feelings freely, and 
shall be happy to converse with you upon the 
sublime subject before us. 

I must now close this letter, with the flatter- 
ing hope, that, when the hand that pens it shall 





be dust, and the body which has been nurtured 


by your parental care shall be traceless in the 
grave, the sou! that inhabits it shall be raised 
to immortal purity to enjoy those blissful scenes 
to which it is now a stranger. 
Davin Wit11am Bat. 
Mendon, Monroe county, May 23, 1827. 


REMARKS. 
- The authours of the foregoing letters will notice some 
trifling emendations, which were unavoidable in pre- 


paring them for the press. We have endeavoured, 


' however, to preserve the sense as originally intended. 


On reading them the following ideas were suggested. 

The notion that sin is infinite is effectually exploded 
in the letter of the Son; but much might be said to 
advantage upon the arguments usually resorted to in 
support of the-absurd hypothesis. It 1s said that when 
mankind sin against an inferior, or an equal, the crime 
is not so great as when they offend against a superiour, 
Admitting the statement true for the sake of argument ; 
what follows? Why, that to sin against a peasant, or 
a slave, is no great affair,—but to sin against a lord, o1 
a prince, or a pope, a priest, or a king—is an enormous 
crime!! Reader, are you an American—and can you 
tamely submit to have your reason thus outraged ? 
Are we tobe told that the religion of Jesusteaches us 
to treat men as though they were made of different 
materinls or belonged to different grades of beings. 
Our republican institutions—our bible teaches us that 
all men are created free and equal! Shall we consent 
then to the anti-christian and anti-republican notion 
that the turpitude of sin increases in proportion to the 
dignity of the person offended! It is a truth, which 
cannet be successfully controverted, that the gailt of 
any prohibited act consists in the intention of the sin- 
ner, and not in the character of the person sinned a- 
gainst. O priestcraft, and kingeraft! to trace thy 
windings and ferret out thy designs upon the Hberties 
of the people, is truly an arduous task! May heaven 
destroy thy hiding places. 

We rejoice in witnessing the emancipation of ‘tle 
buman intellect. In the authours of the foregoing 
letters we behold a fair sample of what is going on in 
our world. A dutiful son, of nineteen years old, res- 
pectfully and feelingly actvocates the cause of God and 
of truth with his revered Father. Truly praise is per- 
fected among the more intelligent of the rising gene- 
ration! Fathers and mothers, let your children have 
access to the ordinary sources of information on these 
momentous subjects, and errour will speedily be driven 
from the world ! Instead of sending them to mud-meet- 
meetings and the convocations of fanaticks, let them 
read the Bible for themselves, and encourage them in 
the work of investigation ; and they will grow up un- 
der your watchful care, ornaments to the christian 
name anc comforts to your declining years. 

And, ye preachers of your own loveand the wrath 
of your God—if ye will suffer a word of exhortation— 
we would gently entreat you to renounce the hidden 
things of dishonesty ; for, we predict, with the present 
generation will pass away your craft, your power, 
your glory, and—your infallilility ‘—En. 
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ADDRESSES 
TO THE PRINCIPAL OF THE AUBURN THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY. 

* Reverend Sir :’’—Having been credibly 
informed that yeu are now engaged in a busi- 
ness quite similar to that recorded of Aaron, in 
Ex. ch, 32. ver. 4. and having some knowledge 
of your experience in matters of that kind, I 
think you a suitable person to be called upon 
to solve the following problem; and also to 
consider what effect such transactions as are 
detailed below, (which | copy from the Teles- 
cope of June 30,) will have upon the morals 
of commonity in this country. The following 
is the article to which I allude. 

Mar. Epitor: Some time ago I took up the 
New: York Observer, and noticed among a 


number of donations to the American Tract , 


Society, one by Joel Post, of 1000 dollars. 

Now it is stated as a fact, that a person by 
the name of Joel Post failed in business a num- 
ber of years ago, and at first offered to pay his 
creditors ten shillings on a pound to settle 
with them. Believing him to be well off, (as 
I suppose) they refused. After a while, he of- 
fered to pay them five shillings ;—this they 
also refused. At last he would not pay them 
any thing. . Since that period he has become 
very rich, being worth, I suppose, half a mil- 
lion., He could therefore well afford to give 
$1000 to the Tract Society. But I should like 
to know if this gentleman has paid his former 
creditors, as,I have ever believed that it is our 
duty to be just before we are generous. 

“ As these things are reported of the indi- 
vidual, I hope, if be is not guilty of such injus- 
tice, not to say fraud, he will undeceive the 
publick through the columns of your paper.” 

JUSTICE. 

Now, sir, I offer as a problem to be solved 
by yourself and your associates, which should 
have credit on the books of the ‘ Lords’ Treas- 
ury’ for the $1000, Mr. Post, the donor, or his 
creditors, whom he cheated out of the money 
thus contributed. 

By giving a speedy solution of the above, 
you will, I have no doubt, confer a favour on 
several of your patrons, who are in similar cir- 
cumstances, and whowould be much gratified 
to know the real value of their stock. And 
you will also save me the trouble of calling 
upon you and your aristocratical fraternity, 
through the columns of every paper within my 
reach, that dare express to the world the arts 
by which the people are duped by the design- 


i 
2: you may consider me heretieally im- 
erage for speaking thus pointedly; but I 
ave only said what I know, and if the above 
were all I know, you might rest more securely. 
I have only to add, at this time, that I am not 
one of those who aspire after your favours ; 
neither am I a dupe of the New-York Tract 





mium offered by the directors of that institu- 
tion for the best written Novel or Tract; but 
Iam one who is not afraid to oppose, as anti- 
christian and hypocritical, all such institutions. 
H. Z. X. 


REMARKS. 

The author of the foregoing has entrusted his name 
with the editor of this paper, which will be surrender- 
ed to any one who may feel himself aggrieved. We 
presume it was not the intention of the writer to.single 
out any one individual as an object of attack; but 
presuming that the gentleman addressed would be as 
willing as.any one else, to expose to publick contempt 
an act so evidently subversive of justice and honesty, 
it was proper to make a persoual appeal to him, as a 
distinguished theologian, and friend to the institutions 
which are censured (honestly no doubt) by our corres- 

| pondent. We take this opportunity to state for the 
imformation of otir correspondents, that hereafter no 
communication will be inserted in our columns unless 
the name of the authour is known to the editor. 

Ep. Gos. Apv. 





ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 


beg EARNE STL ¥ CONTEND FoR THE FAITH.” 





UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION OF THESTATE 


OF NEW~-YORK. 

We have heretofore given our viewsof the abore 
Convention, but events which have since transpired, 
seem to require a more full and explicit developement 
of our sentiments upon the subject. We had cherished 
the hope, that the matter was at rest, and that the un- 
pleasant task would neveragain devolve ypon us, to 
say or do any thing about it. But it has come to that, 
that silence is criminal, and we submit, once more, 
to give our candid opinion to the publick. 

The Convention, distinguished by, the words which 
stand at the head of this article, i: 40 be composed. of 
five Ministers from each association in this state, that 
will acknowledge the jurisdiction which it claims, It 
is to meet aunually to try all cases of impeachment re- 
lating to. ministers, and to decide such other cases as 
may come before it by way of appeal from the decisions 
of the respective associations. This isa brief outline 
of the plan of the institution uccording to best informs - 
tion we have been able toobtain. We object to this 
Convention on the following grounds. 

1, It is testified by all our experience, and may be 
inferred from all impartial history, that it ever has 
been, and probably ever will be, unwise to give the 
clergy of any denomination, the power to controul 
the affairs of the church of Christ.. This proposition 
is too evident, and the facts to be urged in its support 
too well known, to every well informed universalist, 
to require proof. And although we have great confi- 
dence in the integrity of our ministering brethren, yet 
that confidence is not so great as to induce the. belief 
that they are infallible. They are like other men; and 
all men are fond of power, and generally fail not to ex- 
ercise it to their own aggrandizement when it is once 
obtained, 





Society , nor do I expect the fifty dollar pre- 
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Here, the question may arise, whether this Conven- 
tion would have the power in its own hands,tedo any 
thing, ofitself, to injure the order generally. In reply 
we observe ;—if it has no power, it is of course a pow- 
erless and inefficient, consequently a useless thing: if 
it has any power, that power may be abused. We ob- 
ject, therefore, to such an institution, on the ground 
that it is either useless or dangerous. If it is useless 
we do not want it to “reign over us”—if itis danger- 
ous we onght to destroy it. 

2. The most objectic aable feature in the plan of this 
Convention, (saying nothing at present of its fruits) is 
that which requires it should be composed “ exclusive- 
ly of ministers.” . The experience of fifty one years has 
convinced every well informed Americap, that an in- 
telligent people can govern themselves; and that it is 
ever more safe to keep the powerin their own hands. 
The order of universalists in this state, we fearlessly de- 
clare, are as virtuous, av intelligent, and consequently 
as capable of gdverning themselves. as any other boidy 
ofmen. Hence we infer, that it is unwise, and entirely 
improper, to put the po «er of governing the order, or 
any portion of it, into the hands of a few, or confer it 
upon any classof men attached to our denomination. 
The inexpediency of any such arrangement is more 
apparent, when it is GOntended by the friends of the 
Convention, that the clergy are to constitute the privi- 
leged few, 

To this it may be objected, that this convention only 
claims the right to govern the ministers, and does not 
claim any jurisdiction over cthers. In reply we observe, 
even admitting the fact, that it claims no other preroga- 
tive, ministers ought not to be entrusted with even that. 

They are, or ought to be, the servants of Christ and of 
the people ; and unless they are under the direction of, 
and amenableto those who compo:e the order, they 
are no longer servants, but masters. It would be, for 
this reason, if for no other, entirely derogatory to the 
christian character, and in direct opposition to the gen- 
jus and spirit ofthe guspel, to vest the governmert of 
these servants of Christ, in their own hands. 

But it has been said by the friends of the Conven- 
tion, that it is only a representative government, of 
which our national and state governments are the pro- 
totype. This weare disposed todeny. Our national 
and state governments are constituted of representatives 
chosen by the people from among themselves, with the 
exception of senators in Congress, who are the minor- 
ity. Indeed the wise master-builders of our admirable 
system of government, were carefyl to have the con- 
trouling power in the hands of the people,or their im- 
mediate representatives. Hence, while it is the policy 
of our government to keep the controuling power in 
¢he hands of our only sovereign ‘tthe people,” our 
brethren seem inclined to place it in the hands of the 

few. 

But it may be said, that this Convention, although 
it isto be constituted of * ministers exclusively,” is 
nevertheless under the controul of the body generally, 
and cannct exist without their consent. Admitting, 
then, for the sake of argument, that this state of things 
will not remove the government from the brethren 





composing the order; may we not ask what benefit 
will resultfrom it? If the members of the erder actu- 
ally govern the body, themselves, while the conven- 
tion exists, where is. the necessity of having .a cenven- 
tion at all? But we demand, does not the convention 
claim the right to govern itself, independent of the’or- 
der? It does; and the advocates of the measure will 
not deny the fact. Does it not, at leastdar- 
ing its annual session, and even ut any ordinary or 
extraordinary meeting, claim the privilege of of@ain- 
ing rules for the diseipliné and regulation of the order 
generally? tt certainly does. And farther ; it has‘its 
committee of discipline, &c. &c. which acts during the 
interval between the sittings of the convention. This 
fact is known both to the friends and enemies of the 
convention, and will appear more fully from the pro- 
ceedings of their committee, which we hold in our 
hands ; and which, if necessary, will be laid before ou: 
readers. If, however the convention does not claim 
the right to act for itsclf, to do its own business, and 


Again. 


to regulate the affairs of the order generally, we again 
ask—what right does it claim ? 

The foregoing are some of the grounds of objection 
to the convention, which, in our humble opinion are 
substantial reasons why it should not be upheld by our 
brethren. ‘These ob- 
jections are predicated of the plan itself; but there are 
other reasons why it should not be adopted, of more 
consequence than the foregoing, which for want 
room will be deferred until another time,—Ep, 

[To be Continued,] 
I 


“HE, CORRESPONDENT.” 

The above is the title of a weekly paper published 
at New-York by the “‘ Free Press Association.” The 
work is openly and decidedly an advocate of deistica! 
principles, and is. strenuously hostile to Christianity. 
Much ability is displayed in its columns, and each 
number teems with arguments against the Bible anil 
the doctrines supposed to be therein taught. 

It may be expected, that on bringing into notice 
this anti-christian work, we shall imitate the exam- 
ples of other editors of periodical papers, by uttering 


But these are by no means all. 


abuse against those who are concerned in it ; but uf any 
such thing is anticipated by our ‘readers they will be 
disappointed. Weare not yet convinced of the ne- 
cessity or propriety of such a course ; nor can we con- 
sent to yilify and abuse those who differ with as in 
opinion, merely because they claim and exercise those 
inalienable rights which aré guaranteed to every citi- 
zen by the Constitution and laws of these U. States. 
Neither can we belicve that it is our duty, a5 adyo 
cates of impartial truth, to stigmatize with unseemly 
epithets the editors of the Correspondent. We claim 
the right of publishing what we believe tobe true, 
and in exercising this right we shall defend our reli- 
gion, whenever it shall be attacked; but we will not 
in any way attempt to hinder others from vindieating 
before the world their views, however much they may 
differ from our own. 

It has become a custom, even in this country, to re- 
sort to denunciations against erroneous opinions, ra- 




















GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


> 


239 





ther tham to argument; and, though we say it with 
regret, Christian writers sometimes. vilify their oppo- 
nents. In this way the €hristian cause has been 
wounded in the house of its friends: Such measures 
can nevér add permanency to truth. While we boast 
of the benefits of ourholy religion, let us not be out- 
done in liberal and charitable things by those who 
discard it. 

Should a reason be demanded why we do not open- 
ly and pointedly oppose the sentiments advanced by 
the editors of the Correspondent, our answer is, it is 
not necessary that we should oppose them. The fuc- 
damental errours advanced by the Correspondent, are, 
in our opinion, too palpable to be believed, and too 
destitute of support to require a refutation. An open 
enemy is less to be feared than a secret one ; and hence 
we have more to guard against in the wily adversary, 
who, under the garb of sanctity, approaches the cita- 
del of truth, than from the bold and manly attacks of 
the professed unbelicver. 

The Correspondent opposes what it denominates 
Christianity; but if we may be allowed to judge, 
they mistake the corruptions of our holy religion for 
religion itself, aad impute to it the evils which arise 
from a destitution of it. Their principal errour, 
therefore, consists in identifying the Christian religion 
with the abominable follies of those who profess, but 
They speak of the crueltics, and 
persecutions, and massacrees, and all the black cata- 
logue of abominations of which professing Christians 
have been guilty, and call these unholy proceedings 
the religion of Jesus! Where is the believer in God’s 
Universal Benevolence who does not shudder at the 
recital of such enormities, and pray deliverance from 
them? But we glory in saying that such transactions 
are not authorized by our fuith. 


do not possess it, 


* Our blessed Master’s law of love, 


Does no such cruelties approve.” 


How, then, shall we convince the editors of deistical 
papers of their errours?—Shall we convert them to 
our faith, and to a love of the Lord Jesus Christ, by 
imitating the intolerant practices which they honestly 
condemn? Will they be persuaded mto an acknowl- 
edgement of the pre-eminent excellence of our holy 
religion—its purity—its sanctifying influence, by man- 
ifesting a disposition to deprive them of their rights as 
citizens, by detracting from them the respect to which 
their moral virtues entitle them? We think not. And 
if we, as # body of professing Christians, become par- 
takers of the uncharitableness of other denominations 
it will be impossible for us to’escape the destiny that 
awaits the intolerant. 





To ConresronpeNTs. Several communications 
are received to whichitis impossible to attend at this 
time. If our friends will exercise a little patience, 
they shal! receive attention ere long. 


{> Editors with whom we exchange will confer a 
favour by sending their papers to Auburn, N, Y. after 


i> Letters containing remittances may be address- 
ed tothe Editer at Buffalo, as usual; and communi- 
cations for the Advocate may hereafter be.sent to this 
place. 


* ,* Sett# of back numbers from the commencement 

of this volume. can be ‘urnished to subscribers. 
Se 
From the (Postdam, N. Y-) Day Star. 
IPITAPH ON CALVINISM. 

Here rests the remains of the blood-nursed Bantling of 

Geneva ; supposed to be the offspring of 

the Mother of Harlots, and 
sired by the beast.* 

Like the Infant Hercules, he gave early 
signs of mighty valour, by feeding the fire with 
his enemies, and banishing these who opposed 
his march to 








Empire. ¢ 
In early life he was crowned at 
Dort, A. D. 1618; j 
Lord Dictator and Emperour 
Generalissimo 
of England, Holland, Scotland Bremen, Hes« 
sia, Switzerland and the Palatinate.§ 

Yet under the pacific reign of this mighty 
monarch. many ruthless tragedies were acted, 
and many heart appalling scenes exhibited, 
which must have paralised the energies. of a 
Sovereign of less philanthropic spirit than 
his 

Royal Highness. 
Even his Belgian Subjects, when unannoyed 
by enemies abroad—armed their polemic—le- 
gions to massacre each other at home.|| 
In Leyden and London 
disloyal subjects arose, who artfully seduced 
vast armies from their allegiance to their new 
sovereign: yet such was the potency of his 
mighty arm, and the unyielding power of his 
royal soul ; that with little more than a life 
guard, he soon decapitated the traitor Arch 
Bishop Laud, 
and the dastard 
Charles the 13th :- 
dismissed his court ;{] 
and having executed justice with a vengeance 
becoming exasperated royaity—assumed the 
throne 
and reigned, 
prime Regicide of England. 
Still so unhappy was his majesty, m the 
height of his glory, as to be perpetually en- 
gaged in all the horrours of furtuitous war. In 
vam he corndescended to plead for submission; — 
in vain he éxhibited his reeking sword! . For 
many years like truth in her simplicity heeon- 
descetidéd to sway the sceptre in a state of nu- 
* Vide Rey, 13. 
t V. Mosh. Vol. 4..p. 419 & 20, also p. 473. ib. 
i V. Mosh. v, 5. p. 352, 435 with notes. 
V. Rev.C.13. Where hiedds are representatives 
of kingdoms. The horns—Calvin, Gomer, Beza & ¢. 
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Mosheim. 
| Mosh. Vol. 5. p. 380, and 386. & c, & ¢, 
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dity'; but at length found it expedient to go art- 
fully adorned ; and often too, he dressed in 
disguise, that his disproportioned: form and 
fiend-like aspect might not prejudice behoid- 
ers against.the equity of his government. 

At length, after suffering great and irrepar- 
able losses in various parts.of his vast demain ; 
and conceiving the. noble idea, that Europe 
was unworthy of his services; and hoping to 
find more faithful subjects in the New World: 
where he migit erect a throne, and enjoy regal 
honorus with undisturbed repose, with one Co- 
lossal stride he leaped the--Atlantic, 

and was hailed a welcome Creole, 
and crowned 
Prince Regent 
of 
America. 
But being somewhat emaciated by thirst, hav- 
ing been long ‘accustomed to blood, he sucked 
the veins of a few of his stubborn enemies,* 
for which John Bull roared such appalling 
anathemas; threatening to goar his friends in 
England, &c. &c. that he abdicated his 
throné, and wandering forth in disguise, soon 
became blear eyed, by reason of much light-— 
has stood crosslegged for more than fifty years, 
and now lies—Couchant, shrouded in his mod- 
érn bannian—leaving a mongrel race 
of lugubrious Friends. 
AE. 200 Yrs. 

The above Epitaph, itis believed exhibits 
the leading facts in the history of Calvinism. 

It waswritten to be prefixed to a certaia Cal- 
vinistick creed ; in which the doctrines offen- 
sive to Scripture and common sense, were pro- 
Sessedly couched in ambiguous language, that 
would admit of being explained as occasion re- 
quired. » In this creed, Calvinism may properly 
be said'to lie couchant, for though it holds forth 
@ ffee salvation yet it breathes in coverture the 

: miasm of Geneva. 

This creed stands not alone--too often for 
unsuspecting credulity, igthis heaven impeach- 
ing doctrine, dressed up in disguise. 

I would attack no honest man’s faith, but in 
the language of compassion and forbearance ; 
but every errour in disguise, I would gladly 
draw from its coverture, and expose it in its 
native deformity. VeRriras. 

* WV. History of Salem Witchcraft and persecution 
of Quakers, who are birthright enemies to Calvinism. 


| ——_—____—_] 

At Cape Fear, on the 4th, Andrew Patrick, 
(a sailor of Roxbury, Mass.) was dreadfully 
injured by the sudden going off of a cannon. 
His-life is despaired of. Two other persons 
named Hind and Moore, were at the same time 


nearly killed. 
REE A 











Correction.—In Br. Reese’s Letter to Mr. 


Badger, e 202, column 1, line 18 from the | 
oe Prof which they could have been the 


authors—read, they could not, &c. 
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[The following is a translation from an ancient Spanish 
Poem, which, seys the Edinburgh Review, is sur- 
passed by nothing with which we are acquaimted in 
the Spanish language, except the Odes of Lewis de 
Leon.} 
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Oh! let the soul its shambers break, 
Arouse its senses and awake, 
To see how soon 
Life like its glories slides away, 
And the stern footsteps of decay 
Come stealing on. 
And while we eye the rolling tide, 
Down which our fleeting minutes glide 
Away so fast : 
Let us the present hour employ, 
And deem each futare dream a joy 
Already past. 


Let no vain hope deceive the mind — 
No happier let us hope to find, 
To-morrow, than to-day ; 
Our golden dreams of yore were bright, 
Like them the present shall delight— 
Likethem decay. 
Ourlives like hasting streams must be, 
That into one engulphing sea, 
Are doome’ to fall— 
The sea of death, whose wavés rol} on, 
O’er king and kingdom crown and throne, 
And swallow all. 


like the river’s lordly tide, 
Alike the humble riv’lets glide 
To that sad wave ; 
Death levels poverty and pride, 
And rich and poor sleep side by side 
Within the grave. 
Our birth is but a starting place ; 
Life is the running of the race ; 
And death the goal ; 
There all those glittering toys are bought, 
‘That path alone, of all unsought, 
Is found of all. 


Say then how poor and little worth 
Are all those glittering toys of earth, 
That lure us here ? 
Dreams of a sleep that death must break, 
Alas ! before it bids us wake, 
Ye disappear? 
Long ere the lamp of death can blight, 
The cheek’s pure glow of red and white 
Has passed away ? 
Youth smiled and all was heavenly fair : 
Age come and laid his finger there, 
And where are they ? 
Where is the strength that spurned decay, 
The step that trod so light andgay, 
The heart’s blithe tone ? 
The strength is gone, the step is slow, 
And joy grows weariness and wo 
When age comes on. 
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